














After Fajr, they began their assault by killing some security

guards, locking the gates of the Haraam and taking the worshipers

insideashostages.

Al-Qahtani was then declared the Mahdi and the process of

Bay’ah (theoath of allegiance) athishandswas initiated.

When all efforts to end the crisis were exhausted, intense

fighting took place, which led to the death of al-Qahtani following

which Juhayman and his followers surrendered to the security

forcesafter twoweeks.

mentioned in the authentic

Sunnah, then he will emerge at the end of time before Jesus as a

sign of the closenessof theDayof Judgment.

The Prophet plainly described the Mahdi as being a

regular Muslim from amongst his descendants who will flee from

al-Medina to Makkah, his name will be the same as the name of

Prophet Muhammad (i.e., Muhammad Ibn Abdullah). He will

resemble the Prophet in behavior but not in looks - he will have a

high forehead and ahooked nose.

People will give him the Bay’ah (the oath of allegiance) in

Makkah between al-Rukn and al-Maqam.

An army will be sent against him from Syria but Allah will

protect the Mahdi and cause the army to be swallowed up in the

desert between Makkah and Medina.

Every believer will be obliged to support the Mahdi to the

extent that Allah’s Messenger said, “…If any of you lives to see this

(i.e. the appearance of Mahdi), you should go to him even if you have

to crawl across ice.” The Mahdi will rule over the world for seven

years and then die. During his rule, he will fill the earth with justice

and fairness just as itwas filled with injustice and oppression before.

As for the True Awaited Mahdi,
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Observations: Khawaarij views that afflicted Juhaymaan and his

followers caused them to unjustifiably declare sovereignty from an

existing state that was established by the Sharee’ah Bay’ah to one

person. Such is not an acceptable action for, Allah’s Messenger

said, “Different evils will make their appearance in the near future.

Anyone who tries to disrupt the affairs of this Ummah while they are

united you should strike him with the sword whoever he be.”

[Saheeh Muslim456]

Ubada ibn Samit said, “The Messenger of Allah called us

and we took the oath of allegiance to him. Among the injunctions he

made binding upon us was: Listening and obedience (to the Amir) in

our pleasure and displeasure, in our adversity and prosperity, even

when somebody is given preference over us, and without disputing

the delegation of powers to a man duly invested with them

(Obedience shall be accorded to him in all circumstances) except

when you see clear disbelief for which you have a proof from Allah.”

[Saheeh Muslim (4541)]

Allamah Abdul-Aziz Ibn Baz (rahimahullah) in his detailed

critique on the incident noted that nothing of this sort (i.e., clear

disbelief) was witnessed in the government which would justify their

(Juhayman and his follower’s) act.

The Shaikh also mentioned that such people kill the

believers and liberate the idol-worshipers (as mentioned in the

hadeeth as a sign of the Khawarij) and he found it suitable to quote

for this group, the hadeeth about the khawaarij (i.e. ‘they will pass

through the religion asan arrowpasses through its target’)

Unlike many others who have claimed the appearance of the

Mahdi, Juhaymaan and his followers were blessed by being close to

knowledge and scholars. Yet, their extremism prevented them from

taking benefit from it and caused them to disregard well-known

Islamic teachings like the prohibition of fighting and killing in the
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Haraam, the prohibition of harming or frightening innocent

worshipers, the abhorrence of closing the house of Allah and

disrupting the worship in it. The Messenger of Allah said, “Verily,

this city is al-Haraam with a Hurmah from Allah until the Day of

Judgment, there should be no spilling of blood here and no cutting

of tress.” He also said, “Killing in this city was neither permissible

for anyonebeforemenor is it permissible for anyoneafter…”

One of the main characteristics of the Mahdi will be that he

will rule in accordance with the purified Sharee’ah, so how would it

have been permissible for his followers to transgress the sacredness

of al-Masjid al-Haraam and the Muslims and raise weapons at them

unjustly?

Juhayman and his group set out to establish a system that

would establish justice in this world unlike ever before, yet they

started with the great injustice of unlawful killing of the guards of al-

Haraamfollowed bymanyothers.

They took serious issue with the existing rulers for their

shortcomings in implementing the Islamic Sharee’ah, and yet they

themselves fell far short in their Tawakkul, because instead of

relying upon Allah for protecting the Mahdi, Juhaymaan and his

group chose to smuggle weapons into the Haraam and caused

bloodshed. They should have taken a hint when they were being

attacked by the Saudi security forces because the army that will be

sent to fight the trueMahdiwill bedestroyed byAllah on itsway.

Being callers and students of knowledge, they should have

known better than to rely upon dreams when designating someone

as the awaited Mahdi, and they should have been humble enough to

refer to the scholars for guidance in contemporary matters and

accept their advice. But Alas! The Khawaarij tendencies blinded

their eyesand hearts, and resulted in great injustice and ordeal.
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Despite the proven misguidance of Juhaymaan and the failure of his

way, we find some individuals who praise Juhaymaan and approve

of his extreme ideas. It should be made clear that a Kharijee is not

only someone who rebels; rather every person who believes in their

extreme ideology isupon themadhhab of theKhawaarij.

Shaikh Salih al-Fawzan explained this matter explicitly

when he was asked, “Are those who carry the ideology of the

Khawaarij present today?” He replied, “Subhan Allah, what is

occurring today, is it not from the actions of the Khawarij. It is

declaring Muslims to be disbelievers and worse is the killing of the

Muslims and transgression against them. This is the way of the

Khawarij and it consists of threematters;

i) Takfeer ofMuslims (i.e., declaringMuslims tobedisbelievers),

ii) Abandoningobedience to the ruler,

iii)makingpermissible spilling theblood of theMuslims.

KHAWARIJ

Present-Day
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This is from the way of the Khawarij,

, without saying or acting (in

accordance with it), he would become a Khawarij, in his belief and

opinion which he did not declare.”

Narrated Ali , “I heard the Prophet saying, “In the last

days (of the world) there will appear young people with foolish

thoughts and ideas. They will give good talks, but they will go out of

Islam as an arrow goes out of its game, their faith will not exceed

their throats.” [Saheeh al-Bukharee (61/577)]

, whose followers are found mainly in Oman and

East Africa, are the last remaining organized sect of the Khawaarij in

modern times.Fromamongst their deviationsare:

(1) saying the one who commits a major sin is a kafir in the sense

of being ungrateful to Allah or being a hypocrite, and when he is

committing sin and persisting in it, he cannot be admitted to

Paradise if he has not repented, for Allah does not forgive major

sins unless those who commit them repent before death (similar

to the viewsof theMu’tazillah and the firstKhawarij);

(2) saying that non-Ibaadi Muslims are kaafirs but not

mushriks;

(3) denying intercession for the Muwaahid sinners, because

sinnerswill abide in Hell forever;

(4) hatred and enmity forUthmaan ibn Affaan and Ali

(5) denying thedivineattributes like theMu’tazilah

(6) saying that theQur’aan is created

(7) allowing rebellion against oppressive rulers

even if one were to

(merely) believe in them in his heart

[al-Fatawa ash-Sharee'ah fi Qadaya al-

Asriya compiled byFahd al-Hussain]

� �
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Origin: “The Fitna of Murjiyah emerged as an opposition to the Fitna

of Khawarij who profess the deviated notion that, “Whosoever

commits a major sin has committed Kufr (and is out of the pale of

Islam).” So the Murjiyah took to the other extreme and proclaimed,

“No Kufr, except the Kufr of Juhood (rejection) and Takdheeb

(denial).”

Both, the Murjiyah and the Khawaarij are brothers in

misguidance, Bidah (innovation in the religion) and evil

consequences. (because) It is not permissible to attribute misguided

sayings to the way of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah under the pretext

of fighting falsehood (i.e., one form of misguidance cannot be

countered byanother formofmisguidance)...

He, who fights falsehood in this way falls into another

misguidance and this is the way of the losers. Allah exposed the

their ORIGIN and BELIEFS

MURJIYAH

- 45 -



Munafiqeen (hypocrites) in various verses of the Qur’aan and in one

of them He says, “And when it is said to them, ‘Do not make mischief

(disbelief and acts of disobedience) on the earth,’ they say, ‘We are

onlypeacemakers.’” [Soorah al-Baqarah (2): 11]

It is indeed obligatory to fight falsehood and misguidance,

but only with the Qur’aan and the Sunnah and with that which the

Sahabah were upon and those who followed them in righteousness.

What is required is to ask the people of knowledge to explain its

falsity and make clear the correct path.”

In their opposition to the Khawarij, (who believe that major sins

takes one out of Islam), Murjiyah exclude actions from the

essence/components of Eeman absolutely and make it merely ‘the

fruits of faith.’ And accordingly in their view, ‘Kufr does not occur

exceptwith Kufr of Juhood (rejection) and Takdheeb (denial).’

A sinner, according to them, is considered a Mu’min Kamil

al-Eeman (a believer with perfect faith), no matter what sins he

commits or what duties he fails to perform since they also deny that

Eeman increasesand decreases.

Shaikh Salih al-Fawzan explained, “TheMurjiyah areof four types:

1. Those who say that Eeman is merely knowledge (marifah), even if

this isnot accompanied by testification.

This statement of the Jahmiyah is the most evil and the

ugliest of statements. It is Kufr in Allah because Mushrikoon from

early times and Pharaoh and Haamaan and Qaaroon and (even)

Iblees all acknowledged Allah and had the knowledge of Eeman in

their hearts, but since they did not utter this with their tongues, nor

actupon itwith their limbs - thisknowledgedid notbenefit them.

[end quote from Dar’ al-Fitna ‘an

Ahlus-Sunnah byShaikh Bakr ibn Abdullah Abu Zaid]

Beliefs of the Murjiyah

Irja:
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2. Those who say that Eeman is affirmation (tasdeeq) in the heart

only. This is the statementof theAsha’irah.

This is also a false statement since the disbelievers testify in

their hearts that the Qur’aan is True and that the Messenger is True,

and the Jews and Christians know that as Allah says, “Those to

whom We gave the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognize him

(Muhammad ) as they recognize their sons; but verily, a party of

them conceal the truth while they know it.” [Soorah al-Baqarah (2):

146] And they testify to it in their hearts as Allah says regarding the

Mushrikoon, “We know indeed the grief which their words cause

you (O Muhammad ); it is not you that they deny but it is the Ayaat

of Allah that the Dhaalimoon (polytheist and wrongdoers) deny.”

[Soorah al-An'aam (6): 33]

So these people did not utter with their tongues and did not

act with their limbs, yet they did testify in their hearts but they were

notpeople ofEeman (Mu’min).

3. The Karamiyah, those who oppose the Asha’irah. They say that

Eeman is statement on the tongue even if the person does not truly

believe in hisheart.

Without doubt, this is a false statement since the hypocrites

(Munafiqoon) - those who are in the lowest depths of the Fire testify,

‘Laa ilaha ill Allah and that

Muhammad is the Messenger of

Allah’ and they (also) act with

their limbs, but they do not truly

believe in that nor do they testify

to it in their hearts, as Allah says,

“When the hypocrites come to you

(O Muhammad ) they say, ‘We bear

witness that you are indeed the
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Messenger of Allah.’ And Allah knows that you are indeed His

Messenger, and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are liars

indeed. They have made their oaths a screen (for their hypocrisy). In

this way, they hinder (men) from the Path of Allah. Verily, evil is what

they used to do.” [Soorah al-Munafiqoon (63): 1-2] and He says,

“Theysaywith their tongueswhat isnot in theirhearts.” [(48): 11]

4. The lightest in terms of Irja say that Eeman is belief in the heart

and statement upon the tongue, while they exclude actions. This is

the statement of the Murjiyah al-Fuqaha and this is a statement

which is also incorrect since there is no Eeman without action.”

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said about the disbelief of

the one who has no actions, “Let us suppose if some people said to

the Prophet that we believe without a doubt, in our hearts, in what

you have brought to us and we publicly testify to Laa ilaha illallah

muhammadur rasoolullah, but we do not obey your commands and

prohibitions. That is, we do not pray, fast, make pilgrimage, believe

in hadeeth, keep the trust, keep the promise, be kind to relatives,

and we do not do any of the good things you commanded. On the

contrary, we drink wine, marry the maharim, kill whoever we can of

your followers and your community and take their property, and we

even kill you and fight alongside your enemies. How can any sane

person imagine that the Prophet would say to them, ‘You are [true]

believers and your Eeman is complete. I will mediate for you on the

Day of Resurrection!’ And that he (the Prophet) hopes that no one of

them enters hell-fire. But every Muslim knows, by necessity, that he

would say, 'You are a people who are in the highest state of

unbelief of the message, and that I will fight and kill you unless you

repent fromthis.” [Kitab al-Eeman]

[As’ilah wa-Ajwiba fiMasaa’il al-Eeman wal-KufrbyShaikh Salih al-Fawzan]
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The Murjiyah exist today, those who consider Eeman to be mere

knowledge of the heart - the worst form, and those who consider

Eeman tobebelief of theheart and thestatementof the tongueonly.

The views of the Murjiyah can also be found in a subtle

manner amongst those who agree that faith is belief and actions, but

byaction theymean actionsof theheart onlyand not the limbs.

The saying that Eeman is by the heart, tongue and actions,

but the opposite i.e. kufr can only occur due to the heart and not by

the actions of limbs is also a Murji view. This subtle view is self-

contradictory and effectively removes actions of the limbs as a

necessary part of faith. The fatawa in the Appendix are a response to

these subtleMurji views.

MURJIYAH

Contemporary
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Ibn Qayyim (rahimahullah) writes in al-Kafiyah ash-

Shafiyah in a long discussion describing the belief of the extremist

Murjiyah, “It is evident that their belief is that (Eeman is) mere

Marifah of Allah by the heart and even if he were to commit acts of

Kufr along with it, his Eeman will not be affected, even if he were to

insult Allah or the Messenger, or insult the Deen of Islam and kill the

Prophets and the reformers, and demolishes the mosques and

commits all the Munkar (prohibitions); he (still) does not commit

Kufr as long as he knows His Lord in his heart and this is the most

corrupt statement ever said about the definition of Eeman and this

is a statement of Abi al-Hussain as-Salihi who is a Qadari.” [Quoted

fromAs'ilah wa-Ajwibah fil-Eeman wal-KufrbyAbdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-Rajhi]



Question:

Answer,

It can occur though Juhood (rejection) of an issue that is known

from the Deen by necessity

By what can a person fall into Kufr al-Akbar (major

disbelief) and Riddah (apostasy)? Can this only occur by beliefs,

Juhood (rejection) and Takdheeb (denial) or it is more common than

that?

“Kufr and Riddah, may Allah protect us from them, can

occur through anumberofmatters:

. It can occur by an act of Kufr, by a

statement of Kufr, by abandoning or turning away from the Deen of

Allah.

Fatawa on EEMAN and KUFR

APPENDIX

by Shaikh Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-Rajhi
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can occur for example, if one believes that

Allah has a wife or a child or that he has an associate in His

dominion or that there is another administrator of this universe or

that he believes that Allah shares His Names, Attributes or His

actions or he believes that someone other than Allah deserves to be

worshiped, and if he believes that Allah has a partner in Rububiyah

- then he has committed Kufr by this belief; Kufr al-Akbar that takes

oneout of thepale of Islam.

can occur for example, if one prostrates to

the idols or practices magic or acts out any form of Shirk action like

invoking other than Allah, or offering sacrifice or vow to other than

Allah, or circumambulating something other than the House of

Allah, seeking with it closeness to someone else (other than Allah),

thusKufr can occurbyactions just like it can occurbystatement.

can occur for example, if one abuses

Allah or His Messenger or abuses the Deen of Islam or mocks Allah,

His Books, His Messenger or His Deen. Allah says about a group of

people who mocked the Messenger and his Sahabah in the

battle of Tabouk, “Was it at Allah and His Ayaat and His Messenger

that you were mocking? Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after

you had believed.' [Soorah at-Tawbah (9): 65]

So, he confirmed Kufr for them after their Eeman, this

signifies that Kufr can occur by action just like it can occur by belief,

and it can occur by statement as well, as has preceded in the verse -

thesepeople committed Kufrby statement.

Kufr can also occur by Juhood (rejection) and belief and they

are both one, and there can be a difference between them for,

Juhood is like he rejects a necessarily known issue from the Deen,

for example he rejects the Rububiyah of Allah or rejects His

Uluhiyyah or His Right to be worshiped, or rejects an Angel from the

Angels or rejects a Messenger from His Messenger or a Book from

Kufr by belief

Kufr by actions

Kufr by statement

�

� �

- 52 -



the revealed Books or rejects resurrection, Paradise or Hell or

rewards or reckoning, or denies the obligation of the Salaat or the

obligation of Zakaat or the obligation of Hajj or the obligation of the

fast or rejects the obligation of kindness to the parents, or the

obligation of maintaining the relationships of kith and kin, or

anything else from the necessarily known obligations of the Deen,

(denying) or rejecting the prohibition of adultery or the prohibition of

Riba or the prohibition of consuming alcohol or rejecting the

prohibition of disobedience to the parents or the prohibition of

cutting the relationship of the womb, or the prohibition of bribery or

anyother issue fromthenecessarily known prohibition of theDeen.

(turning away) from the Deen of

Allah or abandoning or refusing the Deen of Allah, like turning away

from the Deen of Allah by refusing to learn it, not worshiping Allah,

so he commits Kufr by this A’radh (turning away) and abandoning,

and Allah says, “But those who disbelieve turn away from that

whereof they are warned.” [Soorah al-Ahqaf (46): 3] “And who does

more wrong than he who is reminded of the Ayaat of his Lord, then

he turns aside therefrom? Verily, We shall exact retribution from the

Mujrimoon.” [Soorah as-Sajdah (32): 22]

So, Kufr occur by beliefs, it can occur by Juhood (rejection)

and it can occur by action and

statements, it can occur by A’rad

(turning away), abandoning and

rejection.

He who is forced to say the

statement of Kufr or commit an act

of Kufr then he is excused if his

compliance was in order to escape;

like if a man is threatened to be killed

Kufr can also occur by A’radh
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by the one capable of murder or a sword is put on his neck, then he

(the threatened) is excused in this case if he commits Kufr or utters a

statement of Kufr, provided that his heart is certain on Eeman.

However, if his heart agrees with the Kufr, then he has committed

Kufr even if he were to be forced. We ask Allah for peace and

security.

He,whocommitsKufr, can have five states;

1. If he genuinely commitsKufr, then hehascommitted Kufr.

2. If he commitsKufr out of jest, then hehascommitted Kufr.

3. If he commitsKufr out of fear, then hehascommitted Kufr.

4. If he is forced into committing Kufr, while his heart agrees

with theKufr, then hehascommitted Kufr.

5. If he is forced into committing Kufr, and his heart is certain of

the Eeman, then he has not committed Kufr because of the

Saying of Allah, “Whoever disbelieved in Allah after his belief,

except him who is forced thereto, and whose heart is at rest

with Faith, but such as open their breasts to disbelief, on

them is wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a great torment.”

[Soorah an-Nahl (16): 106]

If one says, “Eeman is statement, and action and belief

but action is the condition for its perfection (Shart Kamaal),” and he

says also, “No Kufr except by belief.” Is this statement from the

statementsof theAhlus-Sunnah?

“These statements are not the statements of Ahlus-

Sunnah wal-Jama’ah. Ahlus-Sunnah say, “Eeman is statement by

the tongue, statement by the heart, action by the limbs and actions

of the heart.” And from their sayings is, “Eeman is statement and

action.” And from their statement is, “Eeman is statement and

action and niyyah,” So, Eeman without doubt, consists of the

[As’ilah wa-Ajwibah fil-Eeman wal-Kufr by

Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-Rajhi (no: 1)]

Question:

Answer,
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following four:

1. statementby the tongueand it is the speech

2. statementof theheart and it is affirmation and Tasdeeq

3. actionsof theheart are it’sniyyah and Ikhlas

4.Actionsof the limbs

So, actions are a part of the four parts of Eeman, so it cannot

be said, “Action is a condition of the perfection (of Eeman) or it is

lazim (necessary consequence) for, these are the sayings of the

Murjiyah, we do not know of the Ahlus-Sunnah saying that action is

a condition of theperfection (ofEeman).”

Similarly, the saying of the one who says, “No Kufr except by

belief.” This is a statement of the Murjiyah, and from their sayings is,

“Actions and statements are a proof of the belief in the heart.” This is

falsehood, rather a statement of Kufr is Kufr itself and an act of Kufr

is Kufr itself as has been mentioned in the Saying of Allah, “Say,

‘Was it at Allah, and His Ayat and His Messenger that you were

mocking? Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had

believed.” [Soorah at-Tawbah (9): 65-66]

Is this saying correct, “He, who says, ‘Eeman is

statement, action and belief, it increases and decreases’ is free from

Irja completely; even if he were to say, ‘No Kufr except by belief and

Juhood (rejection).’

“The latter statement contradicts the former, so his

saying, ‘Eeman is statement, and action and belief; it increases and

decreases’ this is true and it is the saying of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-

Jamaa’ah, but his saying after that, ‘No Kufr except by belief and

Juhood,’ this cancels out the former. For, just like Eeman occurs

through statement, action and belief; similarly, Kufr can occur by

statement, action and belief. It is required to correct the second

[As’ilah wa-Ajwibah fil-Eeman

wal-KufrbyAbdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-Rajhi (question no:2)]

Question:

Answer,
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statement and change it to, ‘and Kufr can occur by statement, action

and belief,’ but if the (latter) statement is left as it is; it negates the

former.”

Is this statement correct, “Abusing Allah and Abusing the

Messenger is not Kufr by itself, but it is a sign of belittlement and

derision (contempt) in theheart”?

“This statement is not correct. It is the saying of the

Murjiyah and it is a false statement, rather abuse itself is Kufr, and

mockery itself is Kufr as Allah says, “Say, ‘Was it at Allah, and His

Ayat and His Messenger that you were mocking? Make no excuse;

you have disbelieved after you had believed.” [Soorah Tawbah (9):

65-66]

So, Allah declared Kufr on them after Eeman by this phrase

(of mockery), and did not say if you believed anything of it (i.e.

belittlement) in your hearts. So, Allah ruled Kufr on them by this

phrase (of mockery) and established that a statement can be a

statementofKufr.

(The statement that an act of) ‘Kufr is not Kufr; rather a sign

of what is in the heart’, is false (because) none can know what is in

the heart except Allah; and Kufr can occur by heart, and occur by

statement, and occur by action; and

this statement (mentioned in the

question) goes along with the

madhhab of the Murjiyah.”

[As'ilah wa-Ajwibah fil-Eeman wal-Kufr by Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-

Rajhi (question no:7)]

[As’ilah

wa-Ajwibah fil-Eeman wal-Kufr by Abdul-

Aziz ibn Abdullah ar-Rajhi (question no:8)]

Question:

Answer,


